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 ABSTRACT \
‘In the wake of the Communwst attack on South Korea, in’
June 1950, Argentina anpeared about to abandon its tradltlonal .
1solat10nlst attitude towards world ‘eonfiicts between ‘the Great Powers:
and actually cooperate with the US and the UN.,. Argggt;ne rat131CQtionr
of the Rio Treaty, which had beeén tabﬂed sidce 194811 the Chagber 3
of Deputies, seemed 't6 indicate that Argentlna was ‘also ready to. - .
ccoperate with the US in erecting ‘an effective system of hemisgphere
defense. The basic anti-US sentiments of the Peron Admlnlstratlon,

however, appear to have been only temporarily pushed into the back-.

ground by Argentine's immediate desire for US assurances as to.

~ allocation of markets, essential 1mporfs, credits and: mllltery suppliec
in the event that a.Third VWorld VWar.was -imminent, When it Ve céme
evident that an all-out East-West conflict was not at hend and that

Argentine public opinion was adverse to active participation in Korea

- with the W, Peron retreated to his former anti-US and isolationist

policy. Hls backtracking was probably hastenéd by resistance wlthin
the Peronista Party and by the insistence of the Opposition Uniém
Ci{vica Redical Party that Argentina maintain her traditional policy
of keeping out of world conflicts between the greatfpowers.[

It was thought that the virulent antl-US campalgn of the
Peronlsta propaganda machine might drop off sharply after the national
elections of 1951, The decline has been only relative, however, and
the emphasis has been shifted to alleged sinister UY'designs on the
sovereignty and the economies of other Latin American countries. The
present Peronista press and radio attack on US efforts to organize
an effective defense system for the Western Hemisphere may reflect
some fear of "encirclement" as a result of US military assistance
negotiations. Argentine propaganda media have also tried to promote
a bloc of Iatin American*producers of strategic materials to secure
higher_pricés Ircm-the US. Perén has openly sought a revival of the
ABC block as a preliminary to a Latin American confederation which
under Argentine leadership would be a barrler to US plans for. defense
of the Hemisphere, A }?ﬁ S :

Although the Peronista press and radio have bitterly crlt:cxyed

~ US negotiations for milltary assistance agreements with other Iatln

American countries, Peron may take the risk involved in ‘seeking a
similar agreement if it appecrs there is no other way to maintain
Argentina's position vis a vis Brazil and Chile, Ifxgranted, however,
Argentine use of mllitary assistance might not be in accordance with
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what the US may consider tp be the -best interests ef the Hemisphere.
Although an armed attack on its neighbors seems unlikely, Rrgentina
might use US arms to coerce those neighbers or to regain Argenting's
tierra irredenta—~the Palkland Islands—-or to make good Argentine

. . claims $n the Antartie regions, The record of Argentine failure %o

" ... cooperate gffectively with the US indicates that Argentine assurances

would be designed as a temporary expedient to achieve Argentina's

‘frmediate needs an& would be subject to domestic political requirements.
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Argeﬂtiﬁ@’ﬁlghEG'%hefRio TreatY, WL feserVations, on “if”"

12‘§evtember 2y 19Z9 Elhe‘zrgentine Senate” appro%ed ratification .oh -

+ Juily- 225 1948 = Ih' Agubts 1948, the” Tr*eaty was’ b bled in the Chamber

L of% Deﬂuties. .Althéu ¢he Peroristh” bloc‘had the necessary votes to

liz;secure annroval, “Peton aopavently preferred not_ to’ risk an open debate

“‘with the<0pﬁositionﬂon foreign nolicy until the time vas right.

~pF L -

" ’On June ?8 1950’ in the atmosphere of a. wer crisis, phe Perenista

':',bloc« inithé C%amber of ‘Deputiés brought’ up approval of the Treaty and
"forced it through'; ‘the ‘Chambér ‘that sake ‘Bay’” The * Opnosition Union.

Cfvica Radiecsl (UCR) " Deputies abstained from voting after their. requests
for more time to examine:fthe’ Treaty were:dvérridden;: UCR-leader ' Arturo
Frondizi connected Peronista zeal for approval to the granting -of ‘the

. 412%5,0600,000, US Export-Import ‘Bank: 1oan and decl«red'hls Party ,

f_preferred ihe maintenance of the naﬁlonal djgnlty at whatever economic

- or, financia} sacrlfbcefl

. Peron's action in seouring ratlfacﬂtion of ‘the Rio Treaty appears
Tto have been, motivated: by -Argentina's -immedidte msdds. If Vorld War III
vere imminent ratification would. improve Argeﬁtmna's pOBlt10n 1n
-securing US assurances ‘as td'aT1dsat1i0f of: mtlkets ;" esSentialuimports ‘and
‘;financlal credits as well.as armpg.shipments,:: The: Arisit -of Assistert
'Secretary oﬁ State -Millor 1n’ February 1950, :and-the Export-Import:
Bank Yoan had also helped by improving US-Argentine relstions which had
deteriorated in 1948-19/9. The Peronista press made haste to justify
the Administrationts desertioh of its vaunted Third,. Position.and. it
_seeged us', though” Argénting was about to suprort the, US with more_ than
WOre8s: .. . sy ATf“’u,fg RV PO AETAEE N R

T .o Lot R i".‘,.. Lo fee mb e \-"“ 4
: “iy r'*"\"x [ M T S

11, Mentwe Supﬁﬁ't'“for US gnd ,‘UN Aaction in Korea f",lfz‘

A ,‘.4.-:'. R

| In the period immedlatelyffollowing pétdrisation. of K Rid
Treaty, Argentine officigl statefents,-the Percnista préssi "hnd’ Pe¥on's
own speeches indlceted qnoroval\of and- support for UN and US action

.\..,’< et v e
it : .

S {Republica Aréentfna, Camera de Biputados, Dlario de’ Sesiones,

June 28, 1950, - . S

Tivids
NORMAN @CRET 4o
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in Korea.1 In early July 1950, Peron told.s- group of visiting US
newsparermen that he believed the ‘US was acting very 1nte11igént1y
and that the UN could count on the support of the methber hations to
give effect to its-décisions,? In an official reply to the. Secretary
Genérel of 'the UN, made public on July 18, 1950,: Argentlna stated that
she was at the djsposal of the Unified. Gomrand -and “would fulflll her

. commitments under the United Nations Charter.3 Although Critica,
Administration daily, had suggested on July 16 that" conting‘nts of
‘volunteer traops would .be sent to Korea Foreign® Minister Pagz,+in his
press conference’ ‘on the day the Argentine reply wvas: made public, assured
the- Argentlne public that "consultation of -the people" would precede -
involvement in military action abroad. 4 This brief oervod--to July. 18
1950-=was the high tide of Argentine pro-UN sentiment, To date (March
1952) the sum of direct Argentine assistance for the ™ in Korea has.
been to send a shlpment of canned meat Yo Korea.?};ip.- o L P

I;I. Argentine Return to the Eh;; Position

The Argentlne reactlon to-the prospect of actual participation
in. Koréa indicated thrt-it was not- an igsue’ populér enoughéto create
wmdespread publiec supnort for ‘abandonment of isolationism,” ..On July 18
1950-Perdn. backtracked with a declaration that "In the’face .of “the

- present difficult international situation ‘Argentina. wxil adopt only
the attitude dictated by her people. "Argentina has: her oun plans for
. .- the present and future, and yhatever she does must redound 4o “the;
' benefit of her own interests, and not to. those - of, some’ ohe else. wl, ¢

Thereafter the. Admlnlstration and jts propaganda machlné laad"increasing“fi:

Btress on the Third Dosltmon as Argent1na's salvatlon 1n what it f

N B ¥ ’ s
1 - oot : v B B t ’,Tf-”" LA
. Ve . ,--‘. - W [ gt R P S T
A r4 R LT PR i oo, e g - . - BN s ' .
- - . . N . ety “ * v ey e RO . .- A et T
RS A et 30 RO . ., ey
' o T S B -

1., T—559 and T-561, Buenos Alres, June 29, 1950 (Restricted§;ul-~“ -
° 1-564, Buenos Aires, June 30, 1950, (Restricted) ' ‘Weeka
No, 26, Buenos Aires, June 30i 195Q.. iCbnfident1al) D-7, o
. Buenos Aires, July 5, 1950, Restrlcteds . AN ﬁ-‘; B
-+ 2, - FBIS, July 17, 1950. (Restricted). B
-3, . D-71, Buenos Aires, July 18, 1951, (Restrlcted) -
4. D-86, Buenos Aires, July 20 1950, ' (Restricted).
5, D-966 Buenos -Aires, December 15;-1951, zRestricted)
6, D-86, Buenvs Aires, July 20, 1950, (RestrlctedS Weeka No. 28
Buenos Airesy July 14, 1950. (Confidential). 1
7.~ D=71, Buenos Aires, July 18, 1950... Restrlcted) D-105, Buenos

Alres, July 24, 1950, (Restricted) A,
§_E-C;R-Ei-r- e el
Security Information ffff“{;f*““ )

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/12/12 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002300010034-0



R T
L (-v P SR R VN

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/12/12 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002300010034-0

“' © Ew:;;m_'l . Q

R
AR

- -SECRET - . ' 3
Security Information

. “. UL e em e
Vo iy oweyg

. o e
L rr» Vi f FARO " RNV

descrlbedx i.ﬁ strﬁggle between‘the Us* and Sﬁv1et Russia for world

- domdnatitn s The obvitus burpose 'of the. hﬂmlnlstratlon's tactics ~

. has beer to:reinfirce. public’ re31stance €6 any abanaonment of isolationi.
. In, November! 3950, Juar: Oters),’ Argent1ne Mibasgador ‘to Moscow, is reporte
. t0. have. told the:: Brazilian press’ that “What is taklng.place in Korea
“ig-a repetvt10n~of that whi.ch: bécurréd on other ‘o¢eéasions, since it
concerns an extremely ‘wealthy reglon and 1s thus sought after by
governments Qf other cbuntrles "

- \'.& 4.

TS S A oyt

Since January 1951, the theme that" the strugéle in. Korea is a
prelxmlnary t& anuinevitaeble war’ between the imperiallstlc ‘forces of
.Communism and canlta11sm,.snearheaded by -the’ SOV1et Un10n ‘and the s
resnectlvely, ‘has*been ineredsingly: emph351zed by all the pronaganda
medig at. the'disposal of .the Peron Administration.” An ‘arficle in an
August 1953 . issue of ‘EL ‘Iider, the organ of Minister of the | Interlor
.Borlenghi,. :stated that the US was Tocking-t6 -other” countrles for "human
. materisl! 4o Light Its-battles and thus'sews US lives, “The article

. concluded .by declaring that "Even. though'Pan-Amerlcan solldarlty has
.. not been denied by any ‘of the Latin American countries, it.is quite
eV1dent thats our,81tuat10n and our obllgatlons ‘ang’ respon51b111t1es
" in,the:event of another war: camot be con51déred on the same .plahe :
- as those of the Unlted States and thelr a111ES and European depenﬁents,"'

w~~The artlcles 81gned'Descartes whibh Embassy?Buenos Aires believe:
are authorized: if-notiwrittén by’ Peron, have consistently defended the
.. Third Position with more brickbats for,the,US than for.the Soviet
ﬁu-Unlon. Descartes has-written that World’ War IIT is. 1neV1table pecause
.- the preparations have teached 4. stege ihere the ‘wiser coursz
- avoidance-of “War 'would bring econémic alsPster (to the US), Accordlng
«.to Deseartes: capltallsm ‘and communlom ‘are . bouﬁ& to dlsapnear. -.The
. followerSaof Rerdn * thus‘have no teason for engaglng ‘inh’a. ‘third world
-war  in whidh every - énewill loge ‘and wh1ch Hag go meanlng for the
Peronlstas, who hévé SOlVed all their problems..; R

B - . .
. - . . . . - o 3 igrt L < L H P S
- - PR A B I ML S . . . .on - . . = N
e : SRS ST . *a ‘ %, - . '
AL e e T - -
PR . .o » e

1. Weeka No, 29, Buenos Aires, July.2},-3950 GGenf1dentIa1}
T2 FBIS - November 21, 1950. (Restricted)._wu it
-3 D~298,.Buenos.Aires, August 29,7 7951, Enclgsure‘No..lg‘ (Uhclassifw
4. "B=401, Buenos- Aires, September. 14,‘1951 Enc165q; No, 1.7 (Restric

5. ,pa144,.Bvenes P;resu Ty 2, 1951 Enclp§ure No} 1, Bﬁ__gi§§§§§~.

i
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In meetings of the UN General Assembly prior to the last session et

the Argentine delegation has usually given .good support _to the<US on™
Eastelest issuesyaftér-miking it eléar"'that. the. Argentine pdsition
was Mdependently talen ).t During ’the Sixth Session rof:-the. -Genersl -
Assembly in Paris (late- 1951 afd early 1952) ZXhere. was -a:noticésdble
“change in the :Argentine Vot’ing ‘record.,’ Argentina held more: closely o
to its 'I‘hlrd Positj.on theni before and on Ainmportant: matters pertaining
to the East;-West confliot ﬁ'équently abstained from voting‘-f?‘i'* -

"l« fn

Argentine isblatlonism in conflicts involving the Great Powers

has deep roots in the Argentine past, The nationwes kept-out: “of - World e

War I by President: Irigoyen ‘and very’ reluctantly enterdd World Wer“1I -

anly after. the.- outcome A ’éleax‘ly évident, ',l‘he JCR block mithe Chamb_er"

of Deputies has consistently advocated an :Ls lationist policy:: for
Argentina . and 4n 80 doinhg has put” pressnre o, the Administrstion to L
maintain a. similar position Yecause 0f 1s0lationism!s; appeal t6° the'"
masses to the.extremé’nativhalists gnd to an important: sector of” %he ,
Peronista. Party.“‘ Radical: leaders have ‘:de it clear: that: their’ admiration
for the US has,not-influenbedithém to supdort.the«UN.4n the Far-East,™

On September,xl, 1950 Uelldpiane 3 Radicél "repxesentative on -tlie Chamber‘s.

Foreign Affairg Committee; ‘déclared ‘that if Chinese leadirs armeared
‘bound- to Moscow 4 t:mas: because of Western exploitetions,™
‘December 27, _1953. debate: in 'the Chanber over approval -of ‘the Jaoanes?e e
Peace 'L‘reaty, Frondizi,:the! Ieader of the Radical bloc, described the

Treaty as figuring cmsnicuously .’m the strateglc plans for a: ﬁossible '
future war.

It As. quqstiona‘bie e Peron would H le:given even. vocal S\ipport.

“to UN actién in Korea -ha¢ he-forescen the pu ‘lgc reaction against~ "
Argentine j;nvolvement sHie mability ‘to’ support the WN-weven ‘did he
wish to do so--has been-reiréumscrived by the’ forces of isolationism » -
and nationalism to.which: he’ has  catéred’ and” which, he has-built: up w:Lth

the Administration'e\ propaganda’ machlne.. On, January 31,1952, Pertn e

 made the flat statement that not a* rgingle Argefitine soldier would be sent
to fight beyond Argentine borders and that his Administrstion had not

““““

entered and never would enter into any treaty which would compel ... .ewmome

e e it A TR SRS
e Lo

W Republica- ﬁrgﬁntin,a,, (bng:‘és_o’ Nac:tonal E.: “gg;_. V,’de "Segio g,

. ,' Pl v Pe .
2. Republig Argentina, Congf-esc Naclonal, Diar:.o de Se i
December “27, 1951,
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R R O I I S RE R T

E e The, Peron Admlnlstratlon's brief‘enthu31asm for the Rlo Treaty
‘b'ugl’it"‘n'- bas '

o 304

(-

estern . Hemisphere 5’ThoSe gSsurances have smce‘,

iticism: -o’f'?;US : eﬂfbﬁt’sw 46 ‘maké” 5

¢ ... Argenting cooperatlon‘ ut thé March-npril 1951; g

Conferer_lce' of Foreign. M;nisters in washlng'ton e s hot. ass‘ured Whe,'n_ tt
ed, ' It apparently’ was:-secufed An géod part by ‘tactful

Us handlir'ré both- the - Argentlne delegatlon and the 1ssues presented

before the conference, . i : .

e

\ -

. Argentine agreement to measures talren to tighten henfisphere defens
3 ¢ ’lrened by the’ rcserVation that ROEE &groff its armed forees
‘enden' Upon the- decision .of7:thé: Argentine pedplel =C

“nﬁs have pub11 cly 1nterpreted ’thelr underﬁak‘

u,r.el,lty and -\cbndemned US interest\in milltary f _:
ation as an‘taffront to I,atln’%&merlcan SoVerelgnty.” "Onl" ”\'
Gudteniala’ Has aficthor-official 'propagands, achine: beeﬁ ‘turned ééaiﬁst
the US position. Military and economic differences ‘were Héadlined”in
an attempt to portray Argentine as successfully oprnosing the United
States on these two aspects of hemisphere cooperation,.. The—»Argentine
+ - theme. that- “the- best wayx-to combat Commum sm- in Latln—Amerlceﬂ..; -

;g producer’-

- '“.f‘x

r1d. r’

A

3" _ £ - by=Argertine . nfepagande&ed’v”
neighbors, Bdiivia!and Chlle, have‘“been enccuraged ter‘ &

U3 e Xports.: fb‘liowmgf&]o

1. D-1239, Buenos Aires, February 11, .1952 2 (Secret) . v
2. D-1060, Buenos Alres, January 107,~19537 (Restrlcted) D~1092,
Buenos Aires, January 14, 1952, (Unclassified).-

SECRET
Security Information

Declass'ified and Approved For Release 2012/12/12 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002300010034-0



Declassified and Approved\For Release 2012/12/12 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002300010034-0

. . | | SECRET -~ o ooin
¢ T “ Security Inforggp;ggtj””J .

- .tin. and copper resources to end "Yankee explpitation."?' .Even. though, . . - -:

4 . nationalizotion’fould’ not “out” off Us ‘supplies of ‘these. two .vital: materialﬂ

© production‘night® concaivably Hecreass’ and pricédmight be substantially -

increased, Argentine propaganda has also urged Latin’ American ccuntries

' to reserve their supplies of raw materials for the future and to hold SRRt
out for higher prices from the US, ' i i

PR

One of the . most unsavory*“pisodes in th bstructlonist campaign
directed from’ the Gdsd Rosads was the exploitation of - the\alleged Benson
plot, This myth 'of mld—l95i Was headlined. by the’ Peronista press and .
radio in a deliberate’ attempt to 61s5redit .the Armed Forces of the: US .
.and disrupt hemisbhéric cooperation‘ . Thig” delibefate lie was .given . ...
,quasi-offieial eanctlon-when tisad | by 'the columnist sgartss, whp,riﬁ

. not Perdn: him;'lf at the Very least‘has Peron Y ble'sing.

v. Pegon's Attempts to Revive ABC Coalltion

A
- #

T Another Peroﬁ‘at%empt to interfere with US pTans for developing ettt mE

, anweffective system of defense for ‘the. Western Hemisphere. has. been. his ;4w;e A

" appeals’for ‘& revival ‘of the ABC proup (Argentina, Brazil and. Chile)y e «ooi
The Argentine : President suggested union of the three countries as a.:.; -

" solution to their‘prbblems in® July 1950 & In latﬁ‘August 1951, . he ..o
warned. that victory in.a third world war by the 'Dolla Curtain®. countrie:
. would only mean colonlali ? for the ABC count s_but that “Uhited, dff ;;ﬁlq
(We. will be mconquerable." L .

1, Le_Epoca,’ Buenos Aires, ﬁecember 6,'7, 8, 11 and; 26 195ii?
2, 'D-1046, Buenos’ Aires, December:28, 3951 (Restr'cted)

@

'; D-1959,‘Buenos +

2, D—1875, Buenos Aires, June’l, 1951 * (Restricted

. Aires, June 14, 1951, (Confiden}‘igl) b ont

-3, D—1724, ‘Buenos” Aires, ﬂay 4y 11951, (Restrlcted) D-1095, Buenos Foe o oad

. .. . Aires, Juhe 75 1951 (Restricted) -D=1959, ‘Buenes . Aires, June- 14, : :
. T 1951, ‘(Confidential) D-1139, Buenos Aires, January 18, 1952q
©° ' (Restristed); - . 8 -

5. D=392, Rio de Janeiro, September 5, 1951. Enclosure No. 1. (BRestrict

An £ am M e ek B R e - = PR s i P P I I b A g
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On December 20, 1951, Descartes expanded this theme by suggesting
thet Argentina, Brazil and Chile unite as a preliminary to the formation
‘Yof: a!Seuth: American confederation, sp iading northward; and. bringing
_itogether: all: nations. of “Latin: origin.: The colmnnis‘h returned £g, this
theme, Tate 4n: January. 1952, when he- cited, alleged. Us’ des:lgns on; | ‘Canada
as proof:that, Tatin American. countrie& mpst am;,te in order’ 4;0 pretect
S rthemselve& against the:US, 27 The fact that, Peronls 'plans fof, such. a

- confederation :or. éven. an ABC bloc under Argentine lea dership appear to

: “ hawe .14 ttYe: chance~of succeeding should not. .be: per;n.{tt.ed to: pbscure

Lok the main point-=that. Argentine propaganda. has. consist(enﬂy attempted

to: embarrass US ai;tempts ,t.o organize an, effective:. system of. hemisphere

< *agreementa s énthorized by the, mmal Secu'rity Aet, of. 1951 It.)
deliberatedy, attempted 40..obstruct, the. consummation of these agreements
swith charges that they. will dead. to s, i,nvasion £ ‘the signing cauntry's

5 :31‘ ~:.';:;; -saverelgnty..-When.-the US negotia:t;ons Mith: Mexico“brcke d,own the pro-

Administratien papers..in Buenos Aires. aez,zed _ tﬁe'élmmmcement ‘and
:vexploited 1t .with obvicus pleasure. .They gave the, ;lmpressmn .%o -the
-r-Argentine public: Ahat -the. Mexican-US negotiations: broke. 'down | be.cause
Mexico refused tg send troops. abroady. would no’c permt 'US troops Lon
Mexican soil and rejected US demands which would "gravely affeect” Mexic
agriculture and industry. The Peronista press emphasized Mexicols .
alleged defense of her sovereignty and criticized the- Pe’ntag‘on ‘for its
¢ -Ferudetdémands inreturn for.military. aid, 3,,n On Februsry-28, 1952
Des cartes assuved.his ‘resdens:that, since. Iatin Amevica was pnqtected
by ‘itsisolated iposition;,. contmental defensé couLd e beet assumed 4
by individual acts.on \of each country without the costly ;nd of 'bhe Us.
PRI Argent:!na haq !;ot been i.m:ited tc‘mg t,late a military assistance
agraament, - -Foreign Minister Remorine has.expr szsed Iba fear that, as
a congeguence, ithe: ba},ancegof-pqwer Southern _Sout h Am isq ui].l be alt
4D Argentﬁ,na&disadvaﬁ‘tage- ArgentA a ‘has tbaditionaily:relled‘an that

R AR T ey dn sy ol

I TP T 3 ﬂH Ca Tofioar *2

S R TR £ AT TRRER S o ,
S g_ggggp_r&ia_, Buenos Aires, Deeem’ber.-,éo, 1§5
“ v 1 Alresy; December 26,1951 (gestricteg)
987 24: Democraeiz; Buenos: Aim:s,, January R4y, 1952. D>~1171, Buenos Aires,
" Janusry 25, 1952. (Restricted). i
3. D-131, Buenos Aires, February 27, 1952, (M),
4, la Democraciag, Buenos Aires, February 28, 1952,
.5, D113, Buenos Aires, January 17, 1952. (Confidentmal)

o PURGRETIN

‘51058, Biéros

2.

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/12/12 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002300010034-0




Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/12/12 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002300010034-0
C O .

K‘\

-~ SEGRBT..
Security Information '

: -~ -
gl e s . ) .
Lamfiy NS TR TANL REPREN

balance-of-power-to.safeguard its security 1
to révive the: ABC.blos:may.be. a symptom. of .his aﬁprehen51on over US
military and:econonie. agreements with, Bra211 anafﬁhlle. If 4t appears
“‘that he cannot otherwise: forestall,closer. Braz 1iah and’Chilean: ties™

with .the US, Perin may eventually feel forcsd: Yo gsek similar’ agreements
. to restore Argentina's position vis: a vis Brazil and Chile; ‘even’ though
such actién would alienate the nationalistic and isclationist sentiments
he has cultivated and depended upon for public -gupport. If. Pertn decided
1o take that-risk, Argentina might be able to quallfy for military
assistance under US legislation and would probably give the necessary
assurances, Domestic political.needs might again rule, houever, as
:regards carrying outisuch; agreements .once -Peron had secured what he

. 7wanted in the way -of military ass¥stanee.. sStrengthened Argentine Armed
,Forqes ‘might not necessarily be used in what the .US would conceive to
Ty “the'best, in térests of hemisphere ‘defense. They.imight even be used
1?gﬁ;‘ﬂto’coerce«orw fherw1se nut.pressure on Argentine neighbors or- $6 regain

p yL-theFalkland” Tslands-=or to Support Argentine claims
qn° Antartlcg{i;» ‘his¢Mby 1,,;951 Annuathessage 4o the.-Argentine
Natlonal .Longress; iperon. made. it clsar ithat Afgentlne's prime ‘eondition

" for':joining. the Westérn;Hemis Here defemsehSLStem‘ié US.. iupp'rt for
Argentlna's pléihs to:the Britlsh+he1d Falklana Islands,

N
i

992511&92

- In ‘the’ e‘vent:i‘nf 8. [ Pefdh might
S0 carry out Ris informal promises: that Argentina‘w%uid be on ' the side
"j "of the: US8:%. ‘The Perén administration has, howeVer,(del ré%ely
‘ .JiehGOmraged;zﬁe”bélief that, Argentina has nothing’to gajin by particlpation
o in7g Third World War: and ig Bafély ouwtside the flrlng 1iné:*%on this
- point Peron ;and WisICR, Opppnents ‘see .eye. “to‘6yei Asra result Perdn is
ﬁ_new ‘more: or. 1"s¢impnisone§ in ‘a netiof hi_. v ‘wegving.. Even if he
e, 04 desire, to codperates with ‘the¥S: the strengthfofﬁArgentihe :
.- ;iselataon;sm, Whieh he ‘has. nurtured;. wonld B’ & ‘strong, deterring factor.
C R Tnerhaps mostduseful to Penon aﬁ a scapegoat

;witbe¢he US 1s %he only wa ‘f
b sifion vn.g; A ¥iaBrezil and CHi1&, ~The

] Leypect Argenﬁlna ‘to carry,,,tf‘
'to thefutilizatidn ef the arms supnlies

s b 13-1706,_, Buenos l‘ires ’ T’by 3, 1°51

2,7 De755 "Buenas ﬁx&res,rMay 10, 1951'
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Argentine attempts to discredit US and UN action in Korea, to
form a Latin American bloc against the US and o0 obstruct hemisphere
defense preparations have been partially explained as being part of the
Hovember 1951 election background. The election is now over and although
som2 aspects of the Peronista anti-US campaign have been toned down the
above items are still emphasized, It is no longer possible to pass
these attecks off as political campaigning. The totalitarian nature
cf the Perdn administration with its virtuslly complete cencership
aontrols gives what amounts to official sanction to the anti-JS and
enti-demccratic expressions of the Argentine press and radio,* Although
the extent and significance of their relationship is not entirely clear,
there is substantiel evidence that dissident Communist lesder Rodolfo
Puigg{os has access to Peron, Even though Peron may not have ties with
internetional Communism, his Administration has taken a position which
1s almost as useful to Moscow as if it were directed from the Krémlin,

The Argentine position is due in large part to the follewing
three factors: :

1. The requirements of domestic politics in an atmosphere of
intense nationalism, "Plucking the Eaglefs tailfeathers" is as useful
in present day Argentine politics as was "Twisting the Lion's tail" in
US polities during the 19th century,

2. Argentine anbitions to play a leading role in Letin American
affairs and porticularly in Southern South America, For over half a
century Argentina not only has balked at following where the US leads
but has also expressed strong convictions as to the merits of her
own gualificstions for leadership,

3. The general effect produced in Latin America by the Soviet
Union's tactics of resorting, at least temporarily, to propaganda
and diplomatic weapons in preference to overt military aggression in
the East-West conflict, Under these circumstances isolationist and
enti-US groups are able to anpeal to mass. support for opnosition to US
mobilization of Western forces. Argentina, with a government which has
encouraged such grouns, is an extreme example of this tendency, Peron's
"Third Position" assumes much more attractive proportions in such an
atmosphere than it would if overt Soviet aggression were threatening
Latin America,

1, D-1196, Buenos Aires, January 31, 1952, (Confidential).
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